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In addition to the conservation and maintenance of the industrial 
heritage site of Grand-Hornu, the CID schedule between 3 and 
4 exhibitions per year. These thematic exhibitions cover current 
topics reflecting the cultural and social phenomena that can be 
observed in the work and research of national and international 
designers or architects. Particular attention is paid to designers 
of the Wallonia-Brussels Federation, when their actions are 
relevant to the theme. In addition, monographic exhibitions 
are also organized in order to highlight a unique and deserving 
practice. The designers of the Wallonia-Brussels Federation have 
always had a prominent place in this programme. 

The 21st century is undergoing many upheavals. At all levels. Political, 
economic, demographic, social, human, cultural, climatic. The world is 
cracking, society is changing. As an expression of industry and human 
thought, design reflects our lifestyles and concerns. Its cultural interest 
lies in that it reveals a society at a given time. Like archaeology, design 
reflects the habits and customs, beliefs, techniques, conquests and 
daily struggles of a civilization.

As an observer of the changes at work in the globalised world at the 
beginning of the third millennium, the CID are focusing their attention 
on design that addresses the issues of its time. Several axes are at the 
heart of the exhibition themes: the environment, foresight and unique 
practices.
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COSMOS. Design from here and beyond

24 October 2021 > 27 February 2022

Curators : Marie Pok and Thomas Hertog
Scenography : Ghaith&Jad

Black holes, dark matter, spiral nebulae, exoplanets, gravitational 
waves, big bang, the multiverse... The countless objects and cosmic 
phenomena that shape our Universe offer as many sources of 
inspiration for literature, music, visual and live arts… Design is no 
exception to this same fascination. 

Since the dawn of humankind, the Universe has been the deepest 
source of wonder. What is our place in this vast expanse of space, that 
took its origin some 13.8 billion light-years across? How did the cosmic 
evolution enfold? Are we alone? Why does the Universe exist at all?

This Cosmos exhibition reveals the work of designers who have 
conceptually, technically or poetically explored our Universe’s 
architecture and the hidden physical laws that govern it.From Albert 
Einstein’s general relativity to quantum theory, from gravity to the nature 
of space and time, from the micro to macro scales, our modern picture 
of the cosmos is brought to life through various design or architecture 
projects that take us well beyond these scientific roots, bearing witness 
to its mysteries and beauty.

CTRLZAK
Glome (X,Y,Z), 2018, JCP Universe

© photo Silvio Macchi

StudioNucleo
Moon Mission, 2018, Driade

© photo StudioNucleo

O. Lhermitte / A. du Preez / P. Krige  
Moon, 2016

© photo Sidekick Creatives



ACTIVITIES All our activities are in French except the round table "Art and Science" wich is in 
english. 

LECTURE 

Round table "Arts and Science"
Discussion between M. Bello, T. Hertog & L. Couto Rosado

After an introduction to the Arts at CERN program and current challenges in physics, 
guests will share their experience and answer questions from Ohme Studio and the 
public. 

The round table will be preceded by a guided tour and drinks at 6 p.m.

Round Table in english

Date : Tuesday 18.01.2022 - 8pm

Place: CID - Grand-Hornu 

Public : adults 

Price: 15 € - Students and teachers: 5 €

Reservations : +32 (0)65 613 902 ou reservations@grand-hornu.be

LECTURE  

Jean-Philippe Uzan 
The secret harmony of the Universe

Nobody can hear you sing in space! And yet music and astronomy have been linked 
for thousands of years. These two disciplines have influenced each other and conti-
nue to do so today offering a new way to approach many phenomena. From atoms 
to stars, everything vibrates! How to listen to them? How to understand what these 
vibrations reveal about nature. This conference invites you to a journey between 
science, art and history, to meet the cosmos, Pythagoras and Kepler, pulsars and 
galaxies, but also Frank Zappa and Sophie Germain.

Jean-Philippe Uzan is a theoretical physicist, specialist in cosmology and gravita-
tion, Jean-Philippe Uzan is research director at the CNRS. He works at the Institut 
d'astrophysique de Paris.

The conference (8pm) will be preceded by a guided tour of the Cosmos exhibition at 
6.30pm.

With the support of the French Embassy in Belgium

Date : Friday 04.02.2022 - 8pm

Place: CID - Grand-Hornu 

Public : adults 

Price: 15 € - Students and teachers: 5 €

Reservations : +32 (0)65 613 902 ou reservations@grand-hornu.be

LECTURE / PERFORMANCE

On the Origin of Time
Lecture by Thomas Hertog, followed by the performance The Solitary One

As an introduction to his book On the Origin of Time, Thomas Hertog offers an inside 
story of his own discovery journey working with Stephen Hawking, how going back 
to and into the big bang, they were led to a whole vision of the cosmos, and of our 
place in the grand sweep.

The big bang theory continues to revolutionize our image of the cosmos. From 
Albert Einstein’s pioneering of modern cosmology, to the Belgian priest-astronomer 
George Lemaître’s discovery that the Universe expands, to the invisible reigned by 
black holes and dark energy, age-old cosmic mysteries are being redrawn.

The conference will be followed by the performance The Solitary One by Klaas 
Verpoest (video artist), Vincent Caers (sound artist), Benjamin Glorieux (cellist, 
composer) and Stéphane Detournay (scientific advisor).

The event (8pm) will be preceded by a guided tour of the exhibition and a cosmic 
drink from 6pm.

Date : Friday 18.02.2022 - 8pm

Place: CID - Grand-Hornu 

Public : adults 

Price: 15 € - Students and teachers: 5 €

Reservations : +32 (0)65 613 902 ou reservations@grand-hornu.be
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BEIRUT. Eras of design
24 April > 14 Augustus 2022

Curator: Marco Costantini, mudac
Scenography : Ghaith&Jad

A city at the crossroads of the East and the West, Lebanon has been 
experiencing an excitement in all artistic fields since the early 2000s. 
Design is no exception to this dynamic and is even one of its most 
important indicators.

The exhibition Beirut. Eras of design will attempt to analyze this specific 
situation which simultaneously combines economic and architectural 
reconstruction, social awareness and international development. 
Design alone symbolizes this desire to take hold of its destiny and 
its image by proposing objects and forms that are aware of multiple 
heritages but also deeply rooted in a complex reality.

In order to grasp the dynamic lines that have allowed design to develop 
in Lebanon, the exhibition Beirut. Eras of design is structured in three 
parts. The first one on the beginnings of the discipline in Lebanon 
between the 1950s and 1970s, the second one on the years 2000 to 
today and finally, a third one dedicated to the Minjara project and its 
philosophy.

The exhibition Beirut. Eras of design, the first of its kind, will be 
complemented by the first publication, which also looks at the different 
aspects of this emerging trend.

A mudac co-production, Lausanne - CID

Karen Chekerdjian
Iqar Table, 2003

© photo Nadim Asfar

Carlo Massoud

Yara-Maya-Zeina-Racha, 2008

© photo Roger Moukarzel.jpg

Marc Baroud
Tessera Series, Lounge chair, 2012

 © photo George Haddad
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AU CHARBON! Design in a post-carbon age

25 September 2022 > 9 January 2023

Curator: Giovanna Massoni assisted by Amandine David  

40 years after Grand-Hornu Images was founded as a center for 
innovation and design, and ten years after its inclusion on the Unesco 
list, Au Charbon! is Le Grand-Hornu’s very first exhibition on coal, a fuel 
source that brought about irreversible change during the Industrial 
Revolution.

A living archive of the region's mining economy, the Grand-Hornu site 
is an urban project, a unique example in Europe of functional town 
planning, built around the presence of coal in the ground. Its mining 
history has forged an economic, cultural and political legacy across 
several generations of people who have lived in the area or come 
from afar, among them former miners and newcomers, migrants and 
descendants.

Coal remains the world's second largest energy source after oil and its 
primary source of electricity. Its combustion is responsible for much 
of the world's CO2 emissions. A carbon-rich combustible sedimentary 
rock formed by the partial degradation of vegetation, coal is the source 
material here for a symbolic overview of design: from its industrial 
origins to the transition to post-carbon energy sources.

A shape-shifting element, it is an overexploited natural resource that 
poses countless problems, some of which will be dealt with in the 
projects we present. In them, designers, architects and visual artists 
make use of coal to create scenarios that speak of worker migration, 
artefacts in which coal becomes a precious material, expressions 
that generate a sense empathy with the toil of mining work, tools 
that recreate the formation of coal, items triggering new rituals, and 
materials obtained from alternative mining futures.

The pieces we have brought together provide both a damning insight 
and reasons for hope: design as a means of deconstructing the 
humankind/nature hierarchies of the modern era, putting us back into 
the humus, as a part of nature itself.

Au Charbon! is a conversation that spans many disciplines, combining 
memories and techniques of the past with the need for solutions to 
the emergency we face today. It sees coal become a resource for 
generating multi-voiced and sustainable narratives.
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Kosuke Araki 
Anima, 2018 

© photo Kosuke Araki

Co-design Lab/Paolo Cascone
The Miners House, 2018

© photo Marc Wendelski



The npo CID - centre for innovation and design at Grand-Hornu is subsidised by  
the Province of Hainaut.
With the support of the Wallonia-Brussels Federation – Visual Arts Sector.



CID - CENTRE FOR INNOVATION AND 
DESIGN at Grand-Hornu 
Site du Grand-Hornu 
Rue Sainte-Louise 82 
B-7301  Hornu

T: +32 (0)65 65 21 21
F: +32 (0)65 61 38 97
info.cid@grand-hornu.be

www.cid-grand-hornu.be  
www.facebook.com/cidgrandhornu
________ 

PRESIDENT 
Fabienne Capot

DIRECTOR 
Marie Pok
________

COMMUNICATION DEPARTMENT
Massimo Di Emidio 
+32 (0)65 61 39 11 
massimo.di_emidio@hainaut.be

PRESS CONTACT
Sophie Carrée PR
photo : sophiecarree.be/press
+32 2 346 05 00 
press@sophiecarree.be
www.sophiecarree.com

OPENING TIMES
Every day from 10 AM until 6 PM, except 
Mondays. 
The Grand-Hornu is closed on 24, 25, 31st 
December and 1st January.

Free guided tours for individuals 
- from Tuesday to Saturday at 11am for the 
historic site, at 14h for the contemporary 
art exhibition (except Saturday), at 15:30 
for the design exhibition,
- Sunday at 11 am and 2 pm for the 
contemporary art exhibition, 3 pm for the 
historic site, at 4.30 pm for the design 
exhibition.

The office can be reached during 
weekdays from 8 AM to 4.30 PM.
________

ADMISSION FEE
 — Combined ticket for the Grand-Hornu 

site / CID / MAC’s: €10
 — Discount: €2 or €6
 — Group rates (minimum 15 ppl.): €6
 — School groups: €2
 — Free for children under 6
 — Free entry on the first sunday of the 

month
 — Free guided tour from Tuesday to 

Friday at 15.30, Saterday at 11.00 and 
15.30, Sunday at 15.00 and 16.30

 — Audio-guides for the historic site: €2  
(FR / DUTCH / GERMAN / ENGL / IT / SP)

BOOKING NUMBER
Advance reservation required for guided 
tours (by appointment) of exhibitions  
and/or historic site (FR / DUTCH /  
GERMAN / ENGL). 
+32 (0)65 61 39 02 
reservations@grand-hornu.be 
________

CATERING
Rizom is the sixth project of Chef  
Sang Hoon Degeimbre.
This restaurant, located in the heart of 
the Grand-Hornu, offers a cuisine that 
melts different cultures together. In 
addition, Rizom also provides a new fast 
food service in the cafeteria that was 
recently transformed by designer Benoît 
Deneufbourg. 

info@rizom-restaurant.be
www.rizom-restaurant.be
+32 (0)65 61 38 76
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